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Introduction

I. INTRODUCTION

A. We have finished the book of Daniel and today we begin the first book in what is classified as "The Minor Prophets."
1. The classification is really a little unfair in the sense that the reasoning for the "Major" and "Minor Prophet" classification is due to the size of the book and not upon importance.

a) Yet this is not completely accurate because Hosea is a longer book than Daniel.

b) You might be interested to know that they did not classify these book and "Major" and "Minor" til the3century.

2. It seems to me that it would have been more appropriate to group this series of "Minor Prophets" according to their corresponding historical book.

a) You see, what tgdom = known as Judah.

(1) Hosea is from the northern kingdom and it is this group that his prophecies are for.

3. To better give you a perspective of Hosea"s ministry and his timeframe- His is alive at the same time Amos = also a prophet to the northern kingdom of Israel.

a) Also living at the time are Micah and Isaiah = prophets sent to the southern kingdom of Judah.

4. Chronologically, Hosea"s prophecies come before Jeremiah. In fact there are many similarities:

a) Both men spoke of the impending captivity.

b) Both spoke from a broken heart of personal experience.

B. We must keep in mind as we study the Minor Prophets, that these men are extremely loyal to their respective kingdoms, but they are even more loyal to the Lord!

1. Their messages deal with God"s people not obeying the10 commandments and therefore incurring His judgment as a people and a nation.

a) They are strong in their warnings against ungodly alliances with other nations.

(1) And they are strong in their warnings against political and moral corruption.

C. With all this in mind I would like to remind you of 2 Chronicles 7:14 (NKJV) 

14 My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.

1. The Lord"s desire is ALWAYS for repentance not judgment.

II. NOW LET"S TURN OUR ATTENTION TO HOSEA

A. Before us this morning is a love-story.

1. Young Hosea meets a girl by the name of Gomer in the hill country of Ephraim and they fall in love.

2. They commit themselves to each other, and marry but after a time, Gomer decides she doesn"t want to follow the Lord anymore.

a) And as a result, she leaves her family and as a result of her sin, eventually she turns to prostitution to make a living.

(1) Now according to Mosaic Law, Hosea could have brought her before the elders and had her stoned to death for her unfaithfulness, but there was one problem with this- he still loved her.

3. This is not too far removed from another couple who also fell in love in the hill country of Ephraim some700 years later- Mary and Joseph.

a) The principal difference was that Joseph had a misconception about Mary"s character, but for Hosea - all the information was sadly true.

(1) But the Lord instructs Hosea to marry her anyway.

(a) Hosea 1:1-2 (NASB)1The word of the LORD which came to Hosea the son of Beeri, during the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel. 

2When the LORD first spoke through Hosea , the LORD said to Hosea , "Go, take to yourself a wife of harlotry, and have children of harlotry; for the land commits flagrant harlotry, forsaking the LORD."
(b) Some commentators want to write this off as simply an allegory because what this means is that the Lord deliberately and intentionally asked Hosea to break the Law of Moses!

(i) The Law said to kill her- the Lord said to marry, love and forgive her.

(a) Can you imagine in his culture how this made Hosea look?

(b) Can you imagine how it must have made him feel to know that some of the men he saw every day, had slept with his wife?

(c) And can you imagine how real it must have been for him when he had to tell the people if Israel that they were committing adultery on the Lord and that HIS heart was broken?

III. HOSEA"S FAMILY

A. Hosea 1:3-5 (NASB) 3So he went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. 

4And the LORD said to him, "Name him Jezreel; for yet a little while, and I will punish the house of Jehu for the bloodshed of Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. 

5 "And it will come about on that day, that I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel."
1. Hosea"s first son"s name was Jezreel = "God will scatter, and God will avenge".

a) To get the full picture we would need to go to2Kings Chapter9 and read of Jehu"s destruction of King Ahab.

(1) The Lord had instructed him to do Song of Solomon , but he did it with hatred and vengeance and for that the Lord would take away the Israel"s rule!

B. Hosea 1:6-7 (NASB) 6 Then she conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. And the LORD said to him, "Name her Lo-ruhamah, for I will no longer have compassion on the house of Israel, that I should ever forgive them. 

7 "But I will have compassion on the house of Judah and deliver them by the LORD their God, and will not deliver them by bow, sword, battle, horses, or horsemen."
1. The second child"s name was a daughter and her name was Lo-ruhamah = "she has not obtained (her father"s) compassion".

a) Now, personally this means is that Lo-ruhamah didn"t know who her real father was because of her mother"s adultery.

b) What it means to Israel is that the Lord is saying, "You will not know my pity and compassion because I am not your father!"
C. Hosea 1:8-9 (NASB) When she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived and gave birth to a son. 

9 And the LORD said, "Name him Lo-ammi, for you are not My people and I am not your God."
1. Hosea"s3child- a Song of Solomon , was named Lo-ammi = "not my people".

a) On a personal lever- if this is brought into the singular it means "Not my child!"
(1) Evidently Lo-ammi was also conceived while Gomer was in sin.

b) What it meant in the life of Hosea and his ministry was that Israel was no longer his child! Their lives and lifestyles made them sons of satan not sons of the Father.

(1) This kind of blows a hole in the hopeful, yet very incorrect theory that "we are all God"s children" doesn"t it?

(a) John 8:44 (NASB) "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a liar, and the father of lies.

IV. CONCLUSION

A. As we continue the story- Gomer leaves her home a goes back into the sin of prostitution.

1. She even sells herself into slavery and her loving and forgiving husband goes after her and buys her freedom and brings her back home. THAT IS LOVE!

a) And that is a very clear picture of Jesus and his love for us.

(1) Let"s close with the last2verses of Chapter1 Hosea 1:10-11 (NASB) 10 Yet the number of the sons of Israel Will be like the sand of the sea, Which cannot be measured or numbered; And it will come about that, in the place Where it is said to them, "You are not My people," It will be said to them, "You are the sons of the living God." 

11And the sons of Judah and the sons of Israel will be gathered together, And they will appoint for themselves one leader, And they will go up from the land, For great will be the day of Jezreel.

(a) So though Israel was scattered, though she did not in the past, have her Father"s compassion an even though she was not behaving as the Lord"s child- He would not give up on her!

b) What kind of a son or daughter are we to the Lord?

Communion
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Hosea 2
Unfaithfulness

I. INTRODUCTION

A. This morning we continue with the love story of Hosea and Gomer.

1. I trust that you remember that the Lord instructed Hosea to love his wife with an unconditional love- even though she had turned to a life of prostitution.

2. We looked at his children whose names were Jezreel, Lo-ruhamah, and Lo-ammi.

a) These names respectively meant "God will scatter", "He will not have compassion", and "You are not my people."

(1) Of course these names symbolized the inner turmoil of a messed up family, but on an even larger scale they reflected what was going on in the nation of Israel.

(a) God"s people have also prostituted them selves and as a result the Lord would scatter them.

(b) They would suffer from their dis-fellowship with the Lord and:

(c) All this resulted because the no longer acted like or even wanted to be children of the Most High!

3. But the Lord was through with them and neither is Hosea through loving Gomer- his wife.

a) I don"t know if you caught it in last weeks teaching, but as we ended chapter one- the Lord gave4prophecies concerning Israel.

(1) Hosea 1:10-11 (NASB) Yet the number of the sons of Israel Will be like the sand of the sea, Which cannot be measured or numbered; And it will come about that, in the place Where it is said to them, "You are not My people," It will be said to them, "You are the sons of the living God." 

11And the sons of Judah and the sons of Israel will be gathered together, And they will appoint for themselves one leader, And they will go up from the land, For great will be the day of Jezreel.

(a) #1 - Israel will experience a tremendous population increase.

(b) #2 - Many will return to the Lord as sons of the Living God!

(c) #3 - Judah and Israel- Northern and Southern kingdoms would unite to form a single nation.

(d) #4 - They will appoint for themselves one leader- who will be the Messiah!

(i) Now, through the lives of Hosea and Gomer- we will see how the Lord loves us, how He restores us, and how He will restore Israel.

(ii) And in doing Song of Solomon , we see yet the5th prophecy concerning Israel- in the first verse.

II. Hosea 2:1-5 (NASB) 1SAY TO YOUR BROTHERS, "AMMI," AND TO YOUR SISTERS, "RUHAMAH." 

2 "CONTEND WITH YOUR MOTHER, CONTEND, FOR SHE IS NOT MY WIFE, AND I AM NOT HER HUSBAND AND LET HER PUT AWAY HER HARLOTRY FROM HER FACE, AND HER ADULTERY FROM BETWEEN HER BREASTS, 

3LEST I STRIP HER NAKED AND EXPOSE HER AS ON THE DAY WHEN SHE WAS BORN. I WILL ALSO MAKE HER LIKE A WILDERNESS, MAKE HER LIKE DESERT LAND, AND SLAY HER WITH THIRST. 

4 "ALSO, I WILL HAVE NO COMPASSION ON HER CHILDREN, BECAUSE THEY ARE CHILDREN OF HARLOTRY. 

5 "FOR THEIR MOTHER HAS PLAYED THE HARLOT SHE WHO CONCEIVED THEM HAS ACTED SHAMEFULLY. FOR SHE SAID, "I WILL GO AFTER MY LOVERS, WHO GIVE ME MY BREAD AND MY WATER, MY WOOL AND MY FLAX, MY OIL AND MY DRINK."

A. Notice that the "Lo" has been dropped from Loammi, and Loruhamah.

1. This turns the meaning from negative to positive! So the Lord is saying, "Say to your brothers, my people" and to your sisters, pitied"".

2. Hosea is asking his children to go and beg their mother to come home and be a mom and a good wife!

a) But in essence, the Lord is asking those left of His people- who loved him, to plead with the Nations of Israel and Judah to come home and quit worshipping other Gods! (Sleeping around)

b) IF, Gomer refused every act of mercy and love from Hosea , he would have no choice but to leave her in the hell she had created.

(1) You can see from verse5 that she had become completely dependant upon her lovers for her very existence.

(a) And who know- perhaps Hosea was a simple man who could not provide her with the silks or perfumes or the luxuries she as willing to sell her soul for.

(b) satan is very good at "luring" people into his trap with the luxuries of this world!

III. Hosea 2:6-7 (NASB) "THEREFORE, BEHOLD, I WILL HEDGE UP HER WAY WITH THORNS, AND I WILL BUILD A WALL AGAINST HER SO THAT SHE CANNOT FIND HER PATHS. 

7 "AND SHE WILL PURSUE HER LOVERS, BUT SHE WILL NOT OVERTAKE THEM AND SHE WILL SEEK THEM, BUT WILL NOT FIND [THEM.] THEN SHE WILL SAY, "I WILL GO BACK TO MY FIRST HUSBAND, FOR IT WAS BETTER FOR ME THEN THAN NOW!"

A. Satan"s promises are always over-inflated!

1. He always paints his world as brighter, bigger and more beautiful, but once he has his victim trapped- he reveals it for what it Isaiah - empty, cold and desolate!

a) Do doubt Gomer thought prostitution was the way to get the things she wanted.

b) Who knows, maybe she felt trapped by the constraints of being a mother and a wife- what woman doesn"t at times.

c) Perhaps it seemed glamorous and even exciting for a time- but there was no way it could be blessed because it was wrong. Sin can never be blessed!

2. We need to know, if we chose a path of sin and dis-fellowship with the Lord, it can never be blessed.

a) satan may allow a brief time of enjoyment and even prosperity, but that is all part of the entrapment. But it is only a matter of time before he reveals his real plan!

(1) We too will soon lose our path, we may pursue our "loves" but we will never quite attain them.

(a) And all the while our "husband" and "father" will be waiting for us to return to Him!

IV. Hosea 2:8-13 (NASB) "FOR SHE DOES NOT KNOW THAT IT WAS I WHO GAVE HER THE GRAIN, THE NEW WINE, AND THE OIL, AND LAVISHED ON HER SILVER AND GOLD, [WHICH] THEY USED FOR BAAL. 

9 "THEREFORE, I WILL TAKE BACK MY GRAIN AT HARVEST TIME AND MY NEW WINE IN ITS SEASON. I WILL ALSO TAKE AWAY MY WOOL AND MY FLAX [GIVEN] TO COVER HER NAKEDNESS. 

10 "AND THEN I WILL UNCOVER HER LEWDNESS IN THE SIGHT OF HER LOVERS, AND NO ONE WILL RESCUE HER OUT OF MY HAND. 

11 "I WILL ALSO PUT AN END TO ALL HER GAIETY, HER FEASTS, HER NEW MOONS, HER SABBATHS, AND ALL HER FESTAL ASSEMBLIES. 

12 "AND I WILL DESTROY HER VINES AND FIG TREES, OF WHICH SHE SAID, "THESE ARE MY WAGES WHICH MY LOVERS HAVE GIVEN ME." AND I WILL MAKE THEM A FOREST, AND THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD WILL DEVOUR THEM. 

13 "AND I WILL PUNISH HER FOR THE DAYS OF THE BAALS WHEN SHE USED TO OFFER SACRIFICES TO THEM AND ADORN HERSELF WITH HER EARRINGS AND JEWELRY, AND FOLLOW HER LOVERS, SO THAT SHE FORGOT ME," DECLARES THE LORD.

A. If we apply this to Hosea , it almost seems as though he loved Gomer so much that he went to her lover or lover(s), and made sure she was taken care of financially even while she was in her deepest sin! Without her knowing about it!

1. But how long could he do that if she would not repent!

B. From the Lord"s perspective, He has created it all!

1. And yet, often He stands by and watches His people use His blessings to worship themselves and the gods of this world, thinking that it is theirs and that somehow they have earned the right to do with it as they please!

2. For Israel and Judah, that was about to end. There wouldn"t be much "bounty" in Assyrian slavery!

a) Likewise there isn"t much "bounty" in the slavery of sin.

V. CONCLUSION

A. Hosea 2:14-23 (NASB) "Therefore, behold, I will allure her, Bring her into the wilderness, And speak kindly to her. 

15 "Then I will give her her vineyards from there, And the valley of Achor as a door of hope. And she will sing there as in the days of her youth, As in the day when she came up from the land of Egypt. 

16 "And it will come about in that day," declares the Lord, "That you will call Me Ishi And will no longer call Me Baali. 

17 "For I will remove the names of the Baals from her mouth, So that they will be mentioned by their names no more. 

18 "In that day I will also make a covenant for them With the beasts of the field, The birds of the sky, And the creeping things of the ground. And I will abolish the bow, the sword, and war from the land, And will make them lie down in safety. 

19 "And I will betroth you to Me forever; Yes, I will betroth you to Me in righteousness and in justice, In lovingkindness and in compassion, 

20 And I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness. Then you will know the Lord. 

21 "And it will come about in that day that I will respond," declares the Lord. I will respond to the heavens, and they will respond to the earth, 

22And the earth will respond to the grain, to the new wine, and to the oil, And they will respond to Jezreel. 

23 "And I will sow her for Myself in the land. I will also have compassion on her who had not obtained compassion, And I will say to those who were not My people, "You are My people!" And they will say, "[Thou art] my God!""
114 (NASB) "Therefore, behold, I will allure her, Bring her into the wilderness, And speak kindly to her- these are words of courtship and marriage.

a) 16 "And it will come about in that day," declares the Lord, "That you will call Me Ishi And will no longer call Me Baali.

(1) Ishi means = "my husband" and Baali means = "my master".

(a) You see eventually because of her husbands persistent love- Gomer comes home to be a faithful wife and mother.

(b) She no longer saw Hosea and her family as her "master" that she "had to serve", but as the loving husband that he was.

(i) And by the way, since he had purchased her back from her slavery- he technically was her "master" in every sense of the word- but his love set her free to love him back!

2. The Lord will do the same for Israel!

a) She will learn to love Him in a whole new way as they discover Him as Messiah.

(1) And I will say to those who were not My people, "You are My people!" And they will say, "[Thou art] my God!""
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Hosea 3
Death- Redemption Restoration

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Chapter3is only5 verses but has been claimed, "One of the greatest prophetic passages in the Word of God." (J. Vernon McGee- Through The Bible Vol3 p623)

1. As we study it, I think you will see why.

B. The story lines hasn"t changed- the Lord is still calling out to His people to return to Him and using the marriage of Hosea and Gomer as the living illustration of his love.

II. Hosea 3:1 (NASB) THEN THE LORD SAID TO ME, "GO AGAIN, LOVE A WOMAN [WHO] IS LOVED BY [HER] HUSBAND, YET AN ADULTERESS, EVEN AS THE LORD LOVES THE SONS OF ISRAEL, THOUGH THEY TURN TO OTHER GODS AND LOVE RAISIN CAKES."
A. Israel has turned to the worship of pagan idols and the "raisin cakes" were part of the sacrificial feasts they participated in!

1. Gomer was also lost in her sins of prostitution and all that goes along with it.

2. Dead- if you will to the love of her husband.

a) But Hosea is instructed to put his love into action by going to get her since she could not get out of this by herself.

III. Hosea 3:2 (NASB) SO I BOUGHT HER FOR MYSELF FOR FIFTEEN [SHEKELS] OF SILVER AND A HOMER AND A HALF OF BARLEY.

A15 shekels of silver was the price of a slave according to Exodus 21:7; Exodus 21:31.

1. A homer and of barley was about10 bushels- which at the time was most likely the remaining of the purchase price of his dear, lost wife.

2. What a sad testimony of Gomer"s selfishness. She has not only cost the family immeasurable grief and heartache, but now her husband must use the limited resources of the family to redeem her.

a) But, doesn"t that sound like an alcohol, or drug addiction- it just keeps in taking and "raping" its victims?

(1) Truth Isaiah - this is what sin does- it keeps on taking and taking- til there is nothing left!

B. Gomer make a perfect illustration of what all people are without Christ- lost, Numbers , not able to get out of the pit by themselves, immune to just how empty they really are- dead!

1. Had Gomer stayed in her situation, she would have likely been dead physically at an early age also.

a) She could not help herself so her husband became her redeemer.

b) He bought her for a high price though she wasn"t worth much to anyone but himself.

c) And after he "bought" her, he "brought" her home to love and nurse her back to heath and to himself.

(1) And as we know- it worked! She fell in love with him all over again.

C. How like Jesus is this story of love and restoration.

1. We too were lost in our sins, Numbers , not able to get out of the pit ourselves, immune to how empty and pitiful we really were.

2. And likewise for many of us, if we had continued in our old lifestyle we would not be here today.

3. Like Gomer- we could not help ourselves, so our Husband became our Redeemer and bought us for a great price though we weren"t worth what He paid!

4. Them He brought us home and is nursing us back to health and teaching us to love Him.

a) And for many of us- we have fallen in love Him and because of His goodness and mercy we will never go back to that other life! Ever!

(1) But this is why we must preach redemption!

(a) You see to tell someone that they must live better lives without Jesus is like teaching the Bible in a cemetery- they cannot live better lives because they are dead!

(b) Likewise, if you are sitting here this morning wanting to live a better life- you need to find life first and that is in Jesus!

(c) Redemption must some first! We must be purchased out of our sins before new life can begin.

(d) Just as Hosea purchased back his wife with the blood, seat and tears of his labor and as Jesus purchased His bride with his blood!

IV. Hosea 3:3 (NASB) THEN I SAID TO HER, "YOU SHALL STAY WITH ME FOR MANY DAYS. YOU SHALL NOT PLAY THE HARLOT, NOR SHALL YOU HAVE A MAN SO I WILL ALSO BE TOWARD YOU."
A. Hosea gives his wife Gomer a "time-out" - a time of isolation of you will.

1. Who knows what habit she picked up along the path of her sin?

a) Maybe there was even a time of " Deuteronomy -tox" - but whatever the case, Hosea felt it best to keep her away from almost everything and everyone.

(1) You may remember, that there were several times in Israel"s past where the Lord gave them a "time-out" which we will look at- but to get the full picture of how all this applies to Israel, we must read on.

V. Hosea 3:4 (NASB) FOR THE SONS OF ISRAEL WILL REMAIN FOR MANY DAYS WITHOUT KING OR PRINCE, WITHOUT SACRIFICE OR [SACRED] PILLAR, AND WITHOUT EPHOD OR HOUSEHOLD IDOLS.

A. This is where our text this morning begins to span time!

1. As we dig deeper into these verses, we will see that the Lord is working in the lives of Hosea and Gomer to teach all the way into eternity.

B. Please notice that the sons of Israel will remain for many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or [sacred] pillar, and without ephod or household idols.

1. This is the3time the Lord has told Israel that they will have a "time-out".

a) The first2 - He told them how long they would be out of their land, but not this time!

(1) The1time he told Abraham he would give them the Land of Promise, but that his people would be in Egyptian slavery for430 years because of their sin and rebellion towards the Lord.

(2) The2time, again for sin and rebellion, they lost70 years in Babylon.

(a) Now He just says, "For many days." - leaving it open!

(i) Remember Hosea is prophesying to the Northern Kingdom and technically they have still not returned to the land!

2. If we look at this on a broader scale- Israel is still without her proper King and Prince and she still does not perform the temple sacrifices or priestly duties!

a) And this will remain so while the Lord is building His church.

(1) You see the time between when Israel left the land in70 A.D. and the time mentioned which is yet future- the Lord has been calling out Gentiles and building His church!

(a) Now you may be thinking- Israel became a nation once again in May of1948 - but think about it- they do not have temple mount!

(i) They do not have their most holy site, they do not have their temple and they do not have a priest or king from the lineage of David to sit upon the throne- Song of Solomon - spiritually they have not returned at all!

(2) How long will this building of the church from among the Gentiles last, no one knows, that is why this time here in Hosea is "for many days."
VI. CONCLUSION

A. Hosea 3:5 (NASB) Afterward the sons of Israel will return and seek the Lord their God and David their king; and they will come trembling to the Lord and to His goodness in the last days.

1. I think this verse cinches it up!

a) There has been no real "returning to God" in Israel. If anything, as a nation, there has been a turning away from the Lord.

(1) This final "coming home" will bring them to the knowledge of Jesus as their Messiah and then they will finally have their King from the lineage of David!

b) The "time-out" for Israel will be over.

(1) Gomer will finally return home with the husband that truly loves her!

(a) The One who has redeemed her will be given His proper place in her life one again!
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Hosea 4-14
The Futility of Sin

I. INTRODUCTION

A. As we continue the study of Hosea this morning- chapter4marks a turn that continues through the rest of the book.

1. Hosea 8:7 a (NASB) Give us a hint as to the content of that redirection: For they sow the wind, And they reap the whirlwind.

a) As we know the Lord"s people has turned their back on Him.

(1) As a result, their lives, and even their nation were falling apart.

2. Proverbs 1:24-33 (NASB) "Because I called, and you refused; I stretched out my hand, and no one paid attention; 

25 And you neglected all my counsel, And did not want my reproof; 

27 When your dread comes like a storm, And your calamity comes on like a whirlwind, When distress [and] anguish come on you. 

28 "Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; They will seek me diligently, but they shall not find me, 

29 Because they hated knowledge, And did not choose the fear of the Lord. 

30 "They would not accept my counsel, They spurned all my reproof. 

31 "So they shall eat of the fruit of their own way, And be satiated with their own devices. 

32 "For the waywardness of the naive shall kill them, And the complacency of fools shall destroy them. 

33 "But he who listens to me shall live securely, And shall be at ease from the dread of evil."
a) These verses in Proverbs 1 - sum up what the Lord is going to describe in detail in the remaining chapters of Hosea!

(1) Israel and Judah had blown it big-time. And the Lord is going to tell them exactly how!

(a) We have heard much of this in our studies of Isaiah ,, Jeremiah , and Daniel - so we will condense as much as we can.

II. Hosea 4:1-2 (NASB) LISTEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD, O SONS OF ISRAEL, FOR THE LORD HAS A CASE AGAINST THE INHABITANTS OF THE LAND, BECAUSE THERE IS NO FAITHFULNESS OR KINDNESS OR KNOWLEDGE OF GOD IN THE LAND. 

2 [THERE IS] SWEARING, DECEPTION, MURDER, STEALING, AND ADULTERY. THEY EMPLOY VIOLENCE, SO THAT BLOODSHED FOLLOWS BLOODSHED.

A. I think we can agree that this describes not only America but also many nations today.

1. There is no faithfulness or kindness or knowledge of God in the land.

a) And as a result every kind of sin and violence exists!

III. Hosea 4:6-10 (NASB) MY PEOPLE ARE DESTROYED FOR LACK OF KNOWLEDGE. BECAUSE YOU HAVE REJECTED KNOWLEDGE, I ALSO WILL REJECT YOU FROM BEING MY PRIEST. SINCE YOU HAVE FORGOTTEN THE LAW OF YOUR GOD, I ALSO WILL FORGET YOUR CHILDREN. 

7 THE MORE THEY MULTIPLIED, THE MORE THEY SINNED AGAINST ME I WILL CHANGE THEIR GLORY INTO SHAME. 

8 THEY FEED ON THE SIN OF MY PEOPLE, AND DIRECT THEIR DESIRE TOWARD THEIR INIQUITY. 

9 AND IT WILL BE, LIKE PEOPLE, LIKE PRIEST SO I WILL PUNISH THEM FOR THEIR WAYS, AND REPAY THEM FOR THEIR DEEDS. 

10 AND THEY WILL EAT, BUT NOT HAVE ENOUGH THEY WILL PLAY THE HARLOT, BUT NOT INCREASE, BECAUSE THEY HAVE STOPPED GIVING HEED TO THE LORD.

A. It was the sacred duty of the priests to guard the Law of Moses and to teach the commandments of the Lord and they had failed to do it!

1. It seems the priest were blaming the people for the Lord"s judgment of the land, but the Lord is saying, "Like priest- like nation."
a) We see this in every form of leadership. If a leader has a low standard set for his/herself- most likely everyone under there care will adopt the same philosophy.

(1) It doesn"t take long to see if a department flourishes or fails under someone"s care.

(a) And the Lord"s reply to His leaders- the priests, "Don"t blame the people." "It is you I hold accountable."

2. You have heard me say that the Lord "tightens the leash" on those he needs to, but gives even greater freedom to those He can trust.

a) Here is a verse that confirms that.

IV. Hosea 4:16 (NASB) SINCE ISRAEL IS STUBBORN LIKE A STUBBORN HEIFER, CAN THE LORD NOW PASTURE THEM LIKE A LAMB IN A LARGE FIELD?

A. The lamb is turned out free with lots of room to roam, but the stubborn heifer had to be bridled and controlled!

1. 1 Samuel 15:22-23 (NASB) And Samuel said, (Speaking to King Saul about his keeping part of the spoils of the Amalekites) "Has the Lord as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices As in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, [And] to heed than the fat of rams. 

23 "For rebellion is as the sin of divination, And insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He has also rejected you from [being] king."
a) Life is just so much easier of we just do what the Lord asks us to do!
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V. Hosea 5:2 (NASB) AND THE REVOLTERS HAVE GONE DEEP IN DEPRAVITY, BUT I WILL CHASTISE ALL OF THEM.

VI. Hosea 5:15 (NASB) I WILL GO AWAY [AND] RETURN TO MY PLACE UNTIL THEY ACKNOWLEDGE THEIR GUILT AND SEEK MY FACE . . .

A. As a result of the pain- they have temporary repentance. Sound familiar?
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VII. Hosea 6:1-2 (NASB) "COME, LET US RETURN TO THE LORD. FOR HE HAS TORN [US,] BUT HE WILL HEAL US HE HAS WOUNDED [US,] BUT HE WILL BANDAGE US. 

2 "HE WILL REVIVE US AFTER TWO DAYS HE WILL RAISE US UP ON THE THIRD DAY THAT WE MAY LIVE BEFORE HIM.

A. "The Lord will forgive- He always forgives- and this hassle we"re going through will only last a short time!"
VIII. Hosea 6:4 (NASB) WHAT SHALL I DO WITH YOU, O EPHRAIM? WHAT SHALL I DO WITH YOU, O JUDAH? FOR YOUR LOYALTY IS LIKE A MORNING CLOUD, AND LIKE THE DEW WHICH GOES AWAY EARLY.

A. As soon as the "heats off" - you go back to your old ways like the morning cloud and the early dew that is gone before noon!
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IX. Hosea 7:8-9 (NASB) EPHRAIM MIXES HIMSELF WITH THE NATIONS EPHRAIM HAS BECOME A CAKE NOT TURNED. 

9 STRANGERS DEVOUR HIS STRENGTH, YET HE DOES NOT KNOW [IT]; GRAY HAIRS ALSO ARE SPRINKLED ON HIM, YET HE DOES NOT KNOW [IT.]

A. The "cake not turned" was burnt on one side and raw on the other. A metaphor for just how mixed up their lives were.

1. And the "gray hairs" is a reference to their lifestyles. They were getting old before their time. SIN DOES THAT!

X. Hosea 7:14 (NASB) AND THEY DO NOT CRY TO ME FROM THEIR HEART WHEN THEY WAIL ON THEIR BEDS FOR THE SAKE OF GRAIN AND NEW WINE THEY ASSEMBLE THEMSELVES, THEY TURN AWAY FROM ME.

A. Please notice that they are miserable and cry themselves to sleep, but they will not turn to the Lord!

1. Why? Prosperity. They like the materialism that comes with their rebellion.
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XI. Hosea 8:7 (NASB) FOR THEY SOW THE WIND, AND THEY REAP THE WHIRLWIND . . .
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XII. Hosea 9:7 (NASB) THE DAYS OF PUNISHMENT HAVE COME, THE DAYS OF RETRIBUTION HAVE COME LET ISRAEL KNOW [THIS]! THE PROPHET IS A FOOL, THE INSPIRED MAN IS DEMENTED, BECAUSE OF THE GROSSNESS OF YOUR INIQUITY, AND [BECAUSE] YOUR HOSTILITY IS [SO] GREAT.

A. Numbers 32:20-23 (NASB) So Moses said to them, "If you will do this, if you will arm yourselves before the Lord for the war, 

21and all of you armed men cross over the Jordan before the Lord until He has driven His enemies out from before Him,

22and the land is subdued before the Lord, then afterward you shall return and be free of obligation toward the Lord and toward Israel, and this land shall be yours for a possession before the Lord. 

23 "But if you will not do Song of Solomon , behold, you have sinned against the Lord, and be sure your sin will find you out.

1. Moses warned them to COMPLETELY flush the land of the pagan idolaters and they did not!

a) One compromise led to another- til finally the Lord was forced to judge them for their sin and rebellion.

(1) What is it about human nature that thinks we are "getting away with it"?

(2) It is quite simple- sin brings spiritual death!
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XIII. CONCLUSION

A. And we will close with the Lord"s desire for Israel and within these verse is also His desire for all of his children

1. Hosea 14:1-9 (NASB) Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God, For you have stumbled because of your iniquity. 

2Take words with you and return to the Lord. Say to Him, "Take away all iniquity, And receive [us] graciously, That we may present the fruit of our lips. 

3 "Assyria will not save us, We will not ride on horses; Nor will we say again, "Our god," To the work of our hands; For in Thee the orphan finds mercy." 

4 I will heal their apostasy, I will love them freely, For My anger has turned away from them. 

5 I will be like the dew to Israel; He will blossom like the lily, And he will take root like [the cedars of] Lebanon. 

6 His shoots will sprout, And his beauty will be like the olive tree, And his fragrance like [the cedars of] Lebanon. 

7 Those who live in his shadow Will again raise grain, And they will blossom like the vine. His renown [will be] like the wine of Lebanon. 

8 O Ephraim, what more have I to do with idols? It is I who answer and look after you. I am like a luxuriant cypress; From Me comes your fruit. 

9 Whoever is wise, let him understand these things; [Whoever] is discerning, let him know them. For the ways of the Lord are right, And the righteous will walk in them, But transgressors will stumble in them.

